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August 28, 2025 
 
Department of Finance Canada 
90 Elgin Street 
Ottawa ON 
K1A 0G5 
 
Re: 2025 Federal Budget Recommendations 
 
On behalf of the 65 undersigned organizations, we respectfully request that the 
Government of Canada increase investments in protecting and restoring nature. We are 
pleased to see the Government of Canada’s continued commitment to national biodiversity 
targets and protecting nature as evidenced in the Throne Speech. Continued investment in 
protecting and restoring nature is necessary amidst the interrelated crises of climate 
change and biodiversity loss. 
 
Beyond the conservation of species and ecosystems, investments in nature and climate 
resiliency have proven to bolster the economy, maintain affordability, secure critical job 
sectors, reduce risk from natural disasters, and facilitate public mental and physical health. 

Additionally, investing in nature, and specifically Indigenous-led conservation initiatives, 
will aid Canada in its reconciliation efforts. 
 
Since committing to the Kunming-Montreal Biodiversity Framework in 2022, Canada has 
shown global leadership in its efforts to halt and reverse biodiversity loss by 2030.  
However, renewed and expanded funding is essential to ensure that our commitments can 
be met by adequately funding the 2030 Nature Strategy and ensuring that a nature 
accountability law is successfully passed and implemented. 
 

With proposed budget reductions across departments, the Government of Canada must 
ensure effective and efficient investments in nature continue based on the 
recommendations below. 
 
Recommendations for Budget  
 
Echoing the recommendations put forth by the Green Budget Coalition1, we urge the 
Government of Canada to advance key elements of the 2030 Nature Strategy. In particular, 
the following funding should be prioritized:  
 

• Renew or replace the Enhanced Nature Legacy Fund with $2.5 billion over five 
years to protect 30% of land and water by 2030, including Indigenous-led 
conservation initiatives and building on the National Ecological Corridors Program. 
 

• $675 million over five years, then $400 million annually in long-term funding to Parks 
Canada for expanding protected areas and supporting ecological connectivity to 

 
1 Delivering on Nature Commitments, Green Budget Coalition - Delivering on nature commitments - Green 
Budget | Budget Vert 

https://greenbudget.ca/recommendations/2025/delivering-on-nature-commitments/delivering-on-nature-commitments/
https://greenbudget.ca/recommendations/2025/delivering-on-nature-commitments/delivering-on-nature-commitments/
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meet national targets, in partnership with Indigenous Nations. 
 

• $500 million over five years to support a nation-wide connectivity fund for wildlife 
crossings to preserve biodiversity. 
 

• Accelerating efforts to identify federal subsidies (approximately $5.6 billion) that 
harm nature and reform them to benefit nature. 

 
• $520 million over four years to establish a National Restoration Fund to support 

local and private partners to manage natural infrastructure and restore critical 
ecosystems. 

 
• Renew the Habitat Stewardship Program for species at risk by $32.5 million over 

four years to support tangible and measurable conservation outcomes. 
 

• $250 million over five years to effectively manage and mitigate the significant 
economic, social, and environmental impacts of invasive species. 

 
As it stands, there is a global funding gap of between $589-824 billion per year to 
sustainably manage biodiversity and maintain ecosystem integrity. Canada must continue 
to set an example as a global leader in nature and climate action by following through on 
its international commitments. Now more than ever is the time to increase investments in 
protecting nature and building climate resiliency.2 
 
Nature is a fundamental part of Canadian identity and in the face of global instability and 
economic uncertainty it is essential we protect this natural legacy for future generations.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tony Morris 
Conservation Policy and 
Campaigns Director 
Ontario Nature 
  

Jessica Lax 
Executive Director 
A2A Collaborative 

Zoe Green 
Co-founder 
Action 13 

Peter Quinby 
Chair & Chief Scientist 
Ancient Forest Exploration & 
Research 
  

Liz Benneian 
Chair 
Biodiversity and Climate 
Action Collective Niagara 

Tom Sitak 
President  
Brant For Nature 

Amy Schnurr 
Executive Director 
BurlingtonGreen 
Environmental Association  

Michelle Kanter 
Executive Director 
Carolinian Canada Coalition 

Yvon Duchesne 
Board chairperson 
Citizens for Marshland 
Conservation Inc. 

 
2 Transformative Change for Biodiversity Urgently Needed - Ontario Nature 

https://ontarionature.org/change-for-biodiversity-urgently-needed-blog/
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Betty Plewes 
Steering Committee 
Climate Legacy 

Michael Douglas 
Chair 
Concerned Citizens of 
Ramara   

Paul Berger 
Lead Organizer 
CUSP - Citizens United for a 
Sustainable Planet 
  

Barbara Steinhoff 
Executive Director 
Earthroots 

Tim Gray 
Executive Director 
Environmental Defence 
Canada  

Jennifer Nantais 
Club Chairperson 
Essex County Field 
Naturalists Club 
  

Graham Flint 
Chairman 
FORCE (Friends of Rural 
Communities and the 
Environment) 
  

Catalina Anghel 
Secretary 
Four Seasons Conservancy 

Eric Walter 
Executive Director 
Friends of Wye Marsh 

Lorraine Green 
Co-chair  
Grandmothers Act to Save 
the Planet (GASP) 
  

Sue Rietschin 
Chair 
Guelph Urban Forest Friends 

Robin Harmer 
Chair 
Headwaters Nature 

Sharon Lovett 
Co-Chair 
High Park Nature 
  

Richard Heron 
President 
Huntsville Nature Club 

Sheila Fleming 
Co-President 
Ingersoll District Nature Club  

Sandra Marshall 
Chairperson 
Ipperwash Phrag Phighters 
  

Eric Davis 
President 
Kawartha Field Naturalists  

Pat Morden 
Chair 
Lakeshore Eco-Network 

Kerrie Blaise 
Founder and Legal Counsel  
Legal Advocates for Nature's 
Defence (LAND) 
  

Marilyn Murray 
Chair 
Lennox and Addington 
Stewardship Council  

Jamie Kneen 
National Program Co-lead 
MiningWatch Canada 

Paul Frigon 
First Vice-President   
Mississippi Valley Field 
Naturalists  
  

Max Hansgen 
President 
National Farmers Union – 
Ontario  

Darren MacTavish 
President 
Nature Barrie 

Judy Brisson 
President 
Nature Guelph 
  

Donald Taves 
President 
Nature London 

Joyce Sankey 
Conservation Director 
Niagara Falls Nature Club  

Dorothy Wilson 
Communications Working 
Group 
Nith Valley EcoBoosters 

Bernie Solymar 
President 
Norfolk Field Naturalists 

Rhonda Kirby 
President 
North Shore Environmental 
Resource Advocates 
(NSERA)  
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Brennain Lloyd 
Project Coordinator 
Northwatch  

Lissa Dwyer 
Secretary 
Oak Ridges Trail Association 

Kathryn Bakos 
Chair 
Ontario Biodiversity Council 

Martin Straathof 
Executive Director 
Ontario Farmland Trust  

Linda Heron 
Chair 
Ontario Rivers Alliance 

Liz Benneian 
Executive Director 
Ontariogreen Conservation 
Association 
  

Kenneth Westcar 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Oxford County Trails Council  

Glenda Clayton  
President  
Parry Sound Nature Club  

John Ambrose 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Pelee Island Centre for 
Butterflies and Nature 
  

Carolyn King 
President 
Pickering Naturalists 

Gerry Jenkison 
President 
Prince Edward County Field 
Naturalists 
  

Elizabeth Churcher 
Corresponding Secretary 
Quinte Field Naturalists 

Ron Prickett 
President 
Sault Ste. Marie Naturalists 
of Michigan and Ontario 
  

Helen Brenner 
Co-Lead 
Stop Sprawl Durham 

Bryan Smith 
Chair 
The Oxford Coalition for 
Social Justice 

Barbara Yurkoski 
Advocacy Lead 
Thunder Bay Field Naturalists  

Lynn Miller 
President 
Toronto Field Naturalists  

Victoria Bao Wang 
On behalf of Core Circle 
Toronto Nature Stewards  

John Nishikawa 
Director of Conservation 
Toronto Ornithological Club 
  

Amelia Rose Khan 
Volunteer 
Toronto350 

Tara Bauer 
Director  
Turtles Kingston  

Dani Lindamood 
Campaigns & 
Communications Director 
Water Watchers 
  

Cathie Coultis 
Chairperson 
West Lake Community 
Association  

Matt Mair 
President 
Willow Beach Field 
Naturalists 

Susan Moore 
President 
Friends of the Salmon River  

Gloria Marsh 
Executive Director 
York Region Environmental 
Alliance 
  

 

 


