Quinte Field Naturalists

The Quinte Field Naturalists Association is dffiliated with Ontario Nature, a non-profit organization
sponsoring nature education, conservation and research.

S
July 14", 2025
To Whom It May Concern:

Quinte Field Naturalists (QFN) is an organization dedicated to nature education, research and
conservation. With these goals in mind, the 178 members in QFN strongly support offering a hands-
on workshop and a birding outing to teach young people about birds wintering in the Quinte area. An
Ontario Nature Youth Council member who is a resident of Belleville is prepared to lead the planning,
implementation, promotion and evaluation of the proposed event with support from Ontario Nature
staff and local community partners.

For more than twenty years, QFN has conducted a Christmas bird count. The data collected shows
that as many as 63 species of birds can be seen in the Quinte region in winter. Every species
contributes to the rich biodiversity that can be enjoyed by residents and visitors to the area. In
addition to contributing to our pleasure, birds, along with other flora and fauna, provide important links
in ecosystems. Intact ecosystems perform many services that help to stabilize the environment.
Biodiversity is our greatest natural defence against climate change.

Belleville, the city around which the Christmas Bird Count is centered, is growing and developing. It
is critical that residents understand the importance of maintaining habitat for all species that currently
live in the area. Environmentally friendly development must be supported. Now, more than ever,
young people need a solid knowledge of the lives of birds, and the value that they contribute to the
web of life. Equipped with good information, young people can advocate for the maintenance of a
healthy environment in which many types of birds and other living creatures are able to thrive.

Very recently, a project has been initiated to work towards Belleville acquiring the status of a ‘Bird
Friendly City’. A workshop and birding outing would be instrumental in helping to achieve this goal. A
growing number of people are desirous of learning about bird populations and how to support them. It
Is important to take advantage of every opportunity to increase people’s knowledge.

QFN urges you to provide financial support for the workshop and birding outing initiative. This project
will provide youth with an opportunity to gain skills & confidence planning events and connecting with
their local community partners to support bird conservation. Above all, the positive environmental
impact of this work could filter out to a large number of residents and could potentially enhance the
future lives of birds and humans.

Sincerely,

Dr. Elizabeth Churcher

Dr. Elizabeth Churcher
QFN Corresponding Secretary



